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To whom it may concern 

As previously explained in ClassNK Technical Information TEC-0620 issued on 3 February 2005 and 
TEC-0627 issued on 20 April 2005, SOx Emission Control Areas (hereinafter referred to as SECA) are 
specified in MARPOL ANNEX VI (hereinafter referred to as ANNEX VI).  Ships are subject to 
stricter SOx emission controls in SECA compared with other sea areas.  In this regard, the application 
of greater SOx emission controls will commence on 19 May 2006 for the Baltic Sea area, which has 
recently been designated as a SECA. 
This ClassNK Technical Information provides information relating to the above matter. 
 
The requirements related to SECA are specified in Regulation 14 of ANNEX VI and are summarized 
below. 
 
1. Sea areas designated as SECA 

The Baltic Sea area and North Sea area have been designated as SECA so far.  The definitions of 
these sea areas are specified in Regulation 10(1)(b) of MARPOL ANNEX I and in Regulation 
5(1)(f) of MARPOL ANNEX V, respectively. 

 
2. Time of commencement of SOx emission controls in new SECA 

(1) At the Baltic Sea area, the control will commence on 19 May 2006. 
(2) At the North Sea area, the control will commence on 22 November 2007. 

 
3. Details concerning SOx emission controls in SECA 

While ships are within SECA, either the sulphur content of any fuel oil used onboard ship must 
not exceed 1.5%m/m*, or otherwise an SOx reducing device must be applied in order to reduce 
the total emissions of sulphur oxides from the ship to 6.0g/kWh or less.  
In the former case, when compliance with the requirements is achieved by changing over to a low 
sulphur fuel oil from the fuel oil normally used**, it is required that sufficient time be allowed for 
the fuel oil changeover before entering the SECA, so that the sulphur content of the fuel oil used 
in the SECA attained by mixing fuel oils does not exceed 1.5%m/m.  In addition, the volume of 
low sulphur fuel oils in each tank as well as the date, time, and position of the ship when any fuel 
oil changeover is completed, are to be recorded in a log-book.  

* The unit “%m/m” means “percent by mass”. 
** The sulphur content of any fuel oil used onboard ship shall not exceed 4.5%m/m outside 

SECA. 

 (To be continued)
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There are no special structural requirements for equipment in the Rules regarding fuel oil 
changeovers.  However, it is required that documentation showing the fuel oil changeover 
procedure be retained onboard ship.  In those cases where any independent fuel tank/piping for 
low sulphur fuel oil is not installed on a ship, a fuel oil changeover procedure that covers fuel oil 
consumption rates and other important related details is to be prepared for complete changeover 
of fuels. 

 
Relevant guidelines on SOx reducing devices are provided in IMO MEPC Resolution 130(53). 

 
4. Future plans concerning SOx emission controls 

In principle, when a sea area is designated as SECA, the time before SOx emission controls take 
full effect in the sea area will be 12 months after entry into force of the amendment of ANNEX 
VI designating the SECA.  In such case, related information on the commencement of SOx 
emission controls for that area will be provided via another ClassNK Technical Information. 

 
For any questions about the above, please contact: 
 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI (ClassNK) 
Machinery Department, Administration Center, Head Office 
Address: 4-7 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8567, Japan  
Tel.: +81-3-5226-2022 / 2023 
Fax: +81-3-5226-2024 
E-mail: mcd@classnk.or.jp 
 
 
 


